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JItfADJA GBIMVJaL 



INTRODUCTION 



The Jiwadja grammar is given largely for comparison and contrast 
\jL/ith Maungo The latter is a multiple-classifying language; Jiwad'^a is a language 
without noun-classes but with considerable resemblance to Mating in vocabulary 
and in those parts of the morphology which are not affected by noun-classifica- 
tion a The language occupies the Coburg Peninsula, and is bounded on the east by 
^argu, of Croter Island and the jjnmediate neighbourhood, but now practically 
extinct o According to a patrol report, there were 55 Jiwadja in 1958 and no 
later figures have been giveno Their contacts with Europeans began as early as 
1827, when a fort was placed at Port Essington, but the settlement proved to be 
a failure and was abandoned* The only evidences of it now are the ruins of some 
stone buildings and the presence of large herds of buffaloes in the western 
Arnhem Land area* There has long been connection between the 'Jiwadja and the 
natives of Melville and Bathurst Islands; the latter have borrowed some main- 
lend vocabulary • The name Jiwadja is usuaL ly spelled Iwaidja or Iwaija, but 
these do not represent it adequately o 
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